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information than his own imagination. Cooke's account of the incident is, in any case, preferable to Kirkman's, and the exact date of its occurrence is unimportant.
" In the neighbourhood of Mrs. Macklin," says Cooke, "there lived a near relation of the Besborough family, a widow lady of considerable fortune, taste, and humanity, who, seeing young Macklin running about her grounds, and observing him to be a boy of some spirit, sharpness, and enterprise, hospitably took him under her roof, in order to rescue him from those vices and follies which a life of idleness, particularly in young minds, is but too apt to produce. Here he was further instructed in reading and writing ; and here it was that Macklin (who often expressed his gratitude to his benefactress for this kindness) felt the first necessity of attending in some respect to education and the order of civilized life, by being under the example and restriction of a regular family, and the awe of a woman of her rank and kindness.
"While he was under the protection of this lady, the tragedy of The Orphan was got up during the Christmas holidays, amongst some young relations of the family ; when, in casting the parts (however strange to tell), the character of Monimia was assigned for young Macklin. To those who recollect the figure and the cast of countenance of the veteran, it must be difficult to reconcile the possibility of his performing this part at any time of life with the smallest degree of propriety; however, if we are to take his own word for it (which is all the authority that can be adduced), he not only looked the gentle Monimia, but performed it with every degree of applause and encouragement. The play was repeated three times with great applause before several of the surrounding gentry and tenants, and every time he felt himself acquire additional reputation."
Kirkman gives much the same account of the performance, except that he sets the scene of it at Mr. Nicholson's school, and gives us the lady's name as Mrs, Pilkington.
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